What is claimed is: 

1. A network comprising: 



a user node having a browser program coupled to said 
network, said user node providing requests for information 
on said network; 



a content provider node having a respective content provider 
web site responsive to requests for information from said 
user node to provide media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 



an advertiser node having an advertiser web site including 
direct advertising content, said advertiser node responsive 
to a request from said user node to provide said direct 
advertising content, said advertiser node further providing 
a feedback signal representing user transactions at said 
advertiser node; and 



an advertisement server node responsive to a request from 
said user node and said feedback signal to select an 
advertiser node as a selected advertiser node, and identify 
said advertiser node as said selected advertiser node to 
said user node, 



Docket 1153 



-32- 



whereby said direct advertising content from said selected 
advertiser node is displayed at said user node. 



2. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node bas 
on the characteristics of said user. 



3. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node bas 
on the number of times said direct advertising content has 
been previously displayed at said user node. 



4 . A network in accordan 
advertisement server node sel 
on the historical statistical 
advertising content. 



ce with claim 1, wherein said 
ects said advertiser node bas 
conversion rate of said dire 



5. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node bas 
on the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 



6. A network in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 
feedback signal is an email from said advertiser node to 
said advertisement server node. 
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ff y:. In a network having a user node including a browser 
program coupled to said network, said user node providing 
requests for information on said network, a content provider 
node having a respective content provider web site 
responsive to requests for information from said user node 
to provide media content and advertising space for display 
of direct advertising content, a plurality of advertiser 
nodes, each of said plurality of advertiser nodes having a 
respective direct advertiser web site including respective 
direct advertising content, each of said advertiser nodes 
responsive to a respective request from said user node to 
provide respective direct advertising content, said network 
providing a feedback signal representing user transactions 
at said advertiser node, a network node comprising: 



an advertisement server node responsive to a request from 
said user node and said feedback signal to select an 
advertiser node as a selected advertiser node, and identify 
said advertiser node as said selected advertiser node to 
said user node, whereby said direct advertising content from 
said selected advertiser node is displayed at said user 
node . 
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8. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node based on the characteristics of said user. 



9. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node based on the number of times said direct 
advertising content has been previously displayed at said 
user node. 



S 10. An advertisement server node in accordance with 

claim 7, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
,13 advertiser node based on the historical statistical 

,13 conversion rate of said direct advertising content. 

■ :l 11. An advertisement server node in accordance with 

claim 7, wherein said advertisement server node selects said 
advertiser node based on the cost per action of said direct 
advertising content. 



12. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein said feedback signal is an email from said 
advertiser node to said advertisement server node. 
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13. An apparatus for delivery of direct advertisements 
from a plurality of advertisers in an advertising medium, 
said apparatus comprising: 



a memory storing a database comprising a plurality of direct 
advertisements, and historical results of previous 
placements of said plurality of direct advertisements in 
said advertising medium; 



an advertisement server including a predictive model for 
selecting one of said plurality of advertisements based on 
said historical results; 



an output device to display a 
of direct advertisements from 
said plurality of advertisers 



selected one of said plurality 
a selected advertiser from 
to a user; and 



a feedback signal to said advertisement server, said 
feedback signal providing the results of any transaction 
between said user and said selected advertiser, said result 
being stored in said memory containing historical results of 
previous placements of said plurality of direct 
advertisements . 
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14. An appara 
said advertisement 
on the characteris 



tus in accordance with claim 13, 
server selects said advertiser 
tics of said user. 



wherein 
node based 



15. An apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein 
said advertisement server selects said advertiser node based 
on the number of times said direct advertising content has 
been previously displayed at said user node. 

16. An apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein 
said advertisement node selects said advertiser node based 
on the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 



17. An apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein 
said advertisement server selects said advertiser node based 
on the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 



18. An apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein 
said feedback signal is an email from said advertiser node 
to said advertisement server node. 



19. A network comprising: 
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a user node having a browser program coupled to said 
network, said user node providing requests for information 
on said network; 



a content provider node having a respective content provider 
web site responsive to requests for information from said 
user node to provide media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 



an advertisement server node responsive to a request from 
said user node to select an advertising banner for said 
advertising space, and to reply to said request from said 
user node by identifying said advertising banner to said 
user node, 



whereby said advertising banner from said direct 
advertisement server node is displayed at said user node in 
said advertising space, and wherein said advertisement 
server node is responsive to a request from said user node 
to identify a direct advertiser web site corresponding to 
said advertising banner; and 



an advertiser node having a direct advertiser web site 
including direct advertising content corresponding to said 
advertising banner, said advertiser node responsive to a 
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• * 

request from said user node to provide said direct 
advertising content corresponding to the selection of said 
advertising banner by said user, said advertiser node 
providing a feedback signal to said advertisement server 
node representing user transactions at said advertiser node, 



whereby said direct 
node is displayed at 
user are reported to 



advertising content 
said user node, and 
said advertisement 



from said advertiser 
transaction by said 
server node. 



20. A network in accordance with claim 19, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the characteristics of said user. 



p 21. A network in accordance with claim 19, wherein said 

! 1*1 

\A advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 

in 

on the number of times said direct advertising content has 
been previously displayed at said user node. 



22. A network in accordance with claim 19, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 
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23. A network in accordance with claim 19, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 

24. A network in accordance with claim 19, wherein said 
feedback signal is an email from said advertiser node to 
said advertisement server node. 

25. In a network comprising a user node having a 
browser program coupled to said network, said user node 
providing requests for information on said network, a 
content provider node having a respective content provider 
web site responsive to requests for information from said 
user node to provide media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content, and an advertiser 
node having a direct advertiser web site including direct 
advertising content corresponding to said advertising 
banner, said advertiser node responsive to a request from 
said user node to provide said direct advertising content 
corresponding to the selection of said advertising banner by- 
said user, said network providing a feedback signal 
representing user transactions at said advertiser node, a 
network node comprising: 
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an advertisement server node responsive to a request from 
said user node to select an advertising banner for said 
advertising space, and to reply to said request from said 
user node by identifying said advertising banner to said 
user node, wherein said advertisement server node is 
responsive to a request from said user node and said 
feedback signal to identify a direct advertiser web site 
corresponding to said advertising banner, whereby said 
advertising banner from said advertisement server node is 
displayed at said user node in said advertising space, and 
whereby said direct advertising content from said selected 
advertiser node is displayed at said user node. 

26. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertiser node based on the characteristics of said 
user . 

27. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertiser node based on the number of times said 
direct advertising content has been previously displayed at 
said user node. 
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28. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertiser node based on the historical statistical 
conversion rate of said direct advertising content. 

29. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said advertisement server node selects 
said advertiser node based on the cost per action of said 
direct advertising content. 

30. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said feedback signal is an email from said 
advertiser node to said advertisement server node. 

31. An advertisement server node in accordance with 
claim 25, wherein said feedback signal is an email from said 
advertiser node to said advertisement server node. 



program coupled to said network, a content provider node 
having a respective content provider web site containing 
media content and advertising space for display of direct 
advertising content and an advertisement server node, said 
system further comprises an advertiser node having a direct 
advertiser web site including direct advertising content, 




In a network including a user node having a browser 
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said network providing a feedback signal representing prior 
user transactions at said advertiser node, a method for 
delivery of direct advertising to said user node, said 
method comprising: 

sending a request for information from said user node to 
said content provider web site requesting information; 

sending a reply from said content provider web site 
responsive to said request for information from said user 
node, containing media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 

sending a request from said user node to said advertisement 
server node to provide an advertising banner for said 
advertising space; 

selecting, at said advertisement server node, responsive in 
part to said feedback signal, an advertising banner; 

sending a reply from said advertisement server node 
identifying said advertising banner to said user node; and 

displaying said advertising banner in said advertising space 
at said user node; 
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sending a request from said user node to said advertisement 
server node responsive to selection of said advertising 
banner at said user node; 



sending a reply from said advertisement server node to said 
user node identifying said direct advertiser web site 
corresponding to said advertising banner; 



sending a request from said user node to said direct 
advertiser web site to provide said direct advertising 
content corresponding to said advertising banner by said 
user; 

sending a reply from said direct advertiser web site to said 
user node; and 



displaying said direct advertising content at said user 
node . 

w 3-2 . A network in accordance with claim 31, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the characteristics of said user. 
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^\ A j& • A network in accordance with claim 31, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the number of times said direct advertising content has 
been previously displayed at said user node. 

f*' «><34 - A network in accordance with claim 31, wherein said 

advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 

yS . A network in accordance with claim 31, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 



a1> vt" 

A network in accordance with claim 31, wherein said 

feedback signal is an email from said advertiser node to 

said advertisement server node. 

fnA^ ^y. In a network including a user node having a browser 
program coupled to said network, a content provider node 
having a respective content provider web site containing 
media content and advertising space for display of direct 
advertising content, an advertisement server node, and an 
advertiser node having a direct advertiser web site 
including direct advertising content, said network providing 
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a feedback signal representing user transactions at said 
advertiser node, a method for delivery of direct advertising 
content to said user node said method comprising: 



sending a reguest for information from said user node to 
said content provider web site requesting information; 

sending a reply from said content provider web site, 
responsive to said request for information from said user 
node, containing media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 

sending a request from said user node to said advertisement 
server node to select an advertiser node; 

selecting, at said advertisement server node, responsive in 
part to said feedback signal, an advertiser node; 

sending a reply from said advertisement server node to said 
user node identifying said selected advertiser node; 

sending a request from said user node to said advertiser 
node to provide said direct advertising content to said user 
node; 



Docket 1153 



-46- 



sending a reply from said direct advertiser web site to said 
user node containing said direct advertising content; and 

displaying said direct advertising content at said user 
node . 



A network in accordance with claim 37, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the characteristics of said user. 



^3*9. A network in accordance with claim 37, wherein said 



advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the number of times said direct advertising content has 
been previously displayed at said user node. 



<4> 

40. A network m accordance with claim 37, wherein said 



advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 

\* yfrl network in accordance with claim 37, wherein said 

advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 
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>4^f^A network in accordance with claim 37, wherein said 
feedback signal is an email from said advertiser node to 
said advertisement server node. 



-^13. In a network including a user node having a browser 
program coupled to said network, a content provider node 
having a respective content provider web site containing 
media content and advertising space for display of direct 
advertising content, an advertisement server node, and an 
advertiser node having a direct advertiser web site 
including direct advertising content, a method for delivery 
of direct advertising content to said user node said method 
comprising : 

sending a reguest for information from said user node to 
said content provider web site reguesting information; 

sending a reply from said content provider web site, 
responsive to said request for information from said user 
node, containing media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 

sending a request from said user node to said advertisement 
server node to select an advertiser node; 
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selecting, at said advertisement server node, an advertiser 
node ; 



sending a reply from said advertisement server node to said 
user node identifying said selected advertiser node; 

sending a request from said user node to said advertiser 
node to provide said direct advertising content to said user 
node ; 

sending a reply from said direct advertiser web site to said 
user node containing said direct advertising content; 

displaying said direct advertising content at said user 
node; 

performing a transaction responsive to said direct 
advertising content; and 

reporting said transaction in a feedback signal to said 
advertisement server node. 



A network in accordance with claim 43, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the characteristics of said user. 
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A network in accordance with claim 43, wherein said 
advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the number of times said direct advertising content has 
been previously displayed at said user node. 



Jtfo. A network in accordance with claim 43, wherein said 



advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 
on the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 

5 ^ A network in accordance with claim 43, wherein said 

jj advertisement server node selects said advertiser node based 

U on the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 



■a s48 . A network in 



accordance with claim 43, wherein said 
feedback signal is an email from said advertiser node to 
said advertisement server node. 



p J^" A network comprising: 



a user node having a browser program coupled to said 
network, said user node providing requests for information 
on said network; 
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a content provider node having a respective content provider 
web site responsive to requests for information from said 
user node to provide media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 

a proxy node coupled to said user node and adapted for 
receiving a request from said proxy node; 

an advertiser node having an advertiser web site including 
direct advertising content, said advertiser node responsive 
to a request from said proxy node to provide said direct 
advertising content, said proxy node further providing a 
feedback signal representing user transactions at said 
advertiser node; and 

an advertisement server node responsive to a request from 
said user node and said feedback signal to select an 
advertiser node as a selected advertiser node, and identify 
said advertiser node as said selected advertiser node to 
said user node, 

whereby said direct advertising content from said selected 
advertiser node is displayed at said user node. 
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oD. A network in 



accordance with claim 49, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the characteristics of said user. 



letwork in accordance with claim 49, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the number of times said direct advertising content has been 
previously displayed at said user node. 

Jy£. A network in accordance with claim 49, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 



A network in accordance with claim 49, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 



. A network comprising; 



a user node having a browser program coupled to said 
network, said user node providing requests for information 
on said network; 
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a content provider node having a respective content provider 
web site responsive to requests for information from said 
user node to provide media content and advertising space for 
display of direct advertising content; 



an advertisement server node responsive to a request from 
said user node to select an advertising banner for said 
advertising space, and to reply to said request from said 
user node by identifying said advertising banner to said 
user node, 



whereby said advertising banner from said direct 
advertisement server node is displayed at said user node in 
said advertising space, 



wherein said advertisement server node is responsive to a 
request from said user node to identify a direct advertiser 
web site corresponding to said advertising banner; and 



a proxy node coupled to said user node and adapted for 
receiving a request from said user node; 



an advertiser node having a direct advertiser web site 
including direct advertising content corresponding to said 
advertising banner, said advertiser node responsive to a 
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request from said proxy node to provide said direct 
advertising content corresponding to the selection of said 
advertising banner by said user, said proxy node providing a 
feedback signal to said advertisement server node 
representing user transactions at said advertiser node, 



whereby said direct advertising content from said advertiser 
node is displayed at said user node, and user transactions 
by said user are reported to said advertisement server. 



network in accordance with claim 54, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the characteristics of said user. 

( ^ ' 

f]^.' A network in accordance with claim 54, wherein said 

advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the number of times said direct advertising content has been 
previously displayed at said user node. 

Sfi . A network in accordance with claim 54, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the historical statistical conversion rate of said direct 
advertising content. 
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^xrtT. A network in accordance with claim 54, wherein said 
advertisement server selects said advertiser node based on 
the cost per action of said direct advertising content. 



^"59. A network comprising: 

a first node having a browser program coupled to said 
network, said first node responsive to a user at said first 
node to provide requests for information on said network; 

a second node having a commerce engine web site, said second 
node having a transaction processor to implement a 
transaction responsive to a request from said user; and 

a third node between said first node and said second node, 
and coupled to said first and second nodes, said third node 
having a transaction monitor which monitors communication 
between said first node and said second node to determine 
whether a transaction requested by said user has occurred at 
said second node, and generate a feedback signal to report 
said transaction. 



In a network having a user node including a browser 
program at said user node coupled to said network, an 
advertiser node having a direct advertiser web site 
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including a commerce engine for implementing a transaction 
between said user node and said direct advertiser web site, 
and a proxy node coupled to said user node and said 
advertiser node, a method at said proxy node comprising: 



sending a first request to perform a transaction from said 
user node to said proxy node; 



receiving said first request at said proxy node; 



"i= 5 forwarding a second request from said proxy node to said 

3 ..J 

^ direct advertiser web site; 

:::s= 

t It 

:*= 

sslse 

k : y receiving a first reply from said direct advertiser web site 

!! 

\j at said proxy node; 

en 

■ 

t := 
i.i | 

■=.u forwarding a second reply from said proxy node to said user 

m 

node ; 



detecting at said proxy node, a pre-conf igured data pattern 
representing a transaction at said advertiser node; and 



generating a feedback signal responsive to detecting said 
pre-conf igured data pattern, said feedback signal 
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represent 



ing a completed transaction at said direct 



advertise 



r web site. 




In a network having a user node including a browser 



program at said user node coupled to said network, an 
advertiser node having a direct advertiser web site 
including a commerce engine for implementing a transaction 
between said user node and said direct advertiser web site, 
and a proxy node coupled to said user node and said 
advertiser node, an apparatus at said proxy node comprising: 

means for sending a first request to perform a transaction 
from said user node to said proxy node; 

mearts for receiving said first request at said proxy node; 

means for forwarding a second request from said proxy node 
to said direct advertiser web site; 

means for receiving a first reply from said direct 
advertiser web site at said proxy node; 

means forwarding a second reply 1 from said proxy node to said 
user node; 
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means for detecting at said proxy node, a pre-conf igured 
data pattern representing a transaction at said advertiser 
node; and 

means for generating a feedback signal responsive to said 
means for detecting said pre-conf igured data pattern, said 
feedback signal representing a completed transaction at sa 
direct advertiser web site. 
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